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Wy Telegram

e In Romania
Telegram s the
network of cholce
for radicals due to
percelved greater
freedom from
censorship’ and
the ability to build
echo chambpers,




wWhny Telegram

Mtangle Meta's platform for analysing
-aceDook and other soclal media is being
ohased out

« Video monitoring for Tik-Tok and other social
media can be pronibitively labour-intensive,

« While Telegram Is not particularly analysis-
friendly it does allow to download of a group's
entire history.




News Time Romania KA

Data we analysed

50 telegram radical right groups o] Lugansk
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»snowball sampling,

> >1000 followers for each
group p Crimeea
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NMessages can be .

About God/ religion Hardcore
« Dumnezeu (God) 1N 49 groups « Jidan (slur for Jews) N 29 groups

« Heretics / heresy In 35 groups (1) e /clea (Corneliu / Codreanu
iNnterwar fascist leader) N 20 groups

"Health conscious' Conspiracy prone
. \Vaccin (vaccing) N 49 groups - Khazar (code for Jews)  In 24 groups

* Vaxeen & alia IN 306 groups * Boala X (Disease X) N 19 groups




Self-love

sample: all Romania outlets and
mentions N-98,348

Far right voices claim Telegram
to be a place of freedom from
information control and
censorship

However the online behaviour
contradicts this
* Channels (which are under tight
control) are systematically

preferred to groups where
people can actually comment.

« 10% of Telegram outlets in
our sample are groups

Channels overwhelmingly
mention themselves (see wide
stripes at the right)

News Time Romania: 33,005

NewsTimeRomania Grup: 32,388

Triunghiul basarabean: 12,677 I

Ortodoxia: 9,582

R3media: 1,768

Uragan asupra Europei: 1,399
VERITRAS 3 NECENZURAT: 702 =
Senator Diana lov anov ici-

Sosoaca: 2.238

Revista Rost: 539
ROMANIA[BraMea]: 1,513
InfoPlaneta: 365

Nationalistii Autonomi Timisoara: 284

Q- Romanla (Ofﬁclal) Mhrea Trezire: 316 —————— =

ii Diana (... a: 281
VP907 Virtual Perlmeter 180

IUBIM ORTODOXIA: 185

Sptnk necenzurat: 186 ——

Casus Belli: 176 ————————

Jos Bofnitar 151
Grupul Sfintii inchisorilor: 118~
Actiune Pentru Natiune: 40
Aurelian.R [} -NECENZURAT: 36
Traian Daniel Rus patriot Q - Romania: 38
C i Identitara ia: 30
STRATINFO: 20 —
InfoDefenseROM: 17 ————""
Fenun Kapnar: 18
NEAMUNIT: 24 ————===""
Deep State si noi Sclavii: 22 ———"" =
Fratia Ortodox3: 8 —————"
Starea De Libertate: 6 ——
Bucovina Profunda: 15
Sustinatori Claudiu Tarziu: 2 ——
Dan MV Chitic necenzurat: 6 ——

lonut Nicolae: 5 —
Sfintii inchisorilor: 1 —
EZCONSPIRATI: 2 —
Truth For Life: 3 ———————
Omul Din Nord: 1 —
Dan Diaconu: 1 —

mentions

mentions

@NewsTimeRomania: 60,934

@triunghiulbasarabean: 13,388

@CredintaOrtodoxa
[Ortodoxia]: 8,109

@revistaRost: 1,410
[O‘hers]: 1,697

410

o INationalistii i: 606
@al i ire: 262
@vas pur907: 246

@lubimOrtodoxia: 188

—— @Dianalov anoviciSosoaca: 125

(@i osbotnita: 85

— @actiunepentrunatiune: 44

@wwwAurelianRO: 48
@CredintaOrtodoxa: 18
@RomaniaBraMea: 11
@spoutnecenzurat: 14

“———— @romania_ru [Fexunn Kapnart]: 17

& @aazetalibera: 13

— @casusbelli2021: 4
— @bucov inaprofunda: 4

@sfintiidininchisori: 4

—— @NEAMUNIT: 4

(@stratinfo: 4

— @ionutnicolaearoup: 4
T @comunitatea_identitara: 4

@DanDiaconu: 3
@r3mediaro: 1
@NewsTimeRom: 2

~— @AdevarPentruViata: 1
—— @CQNSPIRA: 1
—— @StareaDelLibertate: 2

@pro_vita: 1




Romania - mentioning

one another
N=12,608

« Groups mention other outlets
more often than channels. Ex:

« NewsTlime Romania Grup

«  Senator Sosoaca’s fan group
« ROMANIA  former Romania
Jara Mea (Romania My
Country)
« Ortodoxia, special case.

@basilicanews, the official news
agency of the Romanian
Orthodox Church (ROC)

Other religious outlets
(will come back to it)

Ortodoxia: 2,471

NewsTimeRomania Grup: 2,756

News Time Romania: 2,203

Senator Diana lovanovici-
Sosoaca: 2,090

ROMANIA[TaraMea]: 1,465

Sustinatorii Diana (...)-Sosoaca: 266 Il
Sptnk necenzurat: 184 =
Casus Belli: 164 mm

R3media: 212

Triunghiul basarabean: 97 ==
Jos Botnita: 76

Grupul Sfintii Inchisorilor: 104 ==

Q - Romania (Official) - Marea Trezire: 47 —
Traian Daniel Rus patriot Q - Romania: 27
Uragan asupra Europei: 40

Comunitatea Identitara Romania: 16 —
STRATINFO: 13

NEAMUNIT: 12 —
Fenuit Kapnar: 12

InfoDefenseROM: 12 —

Deep State si noi Sclavii: 11

@basilicanews: 1,446

I [Others - religious]: 1,354

@veritasadevarulnecenzurat: 2,377

@triunghiulbasarabean: 815

I @R3mediaro: 1,212

@revistaRost: 862

@CredintaOrtodoxa
[Ortodoxia]: 997

I [Others]: 1,658

@UraganasupraEuropei: 612

@NewsTimeRomania: 524

@nat88org [Nationalistii Autonomi]: 311

@vas_pur907: 58
— @infoplaneta9: 39
— @CredintaOrtodoxa: 13




@basilicanews: 1,333

TQ p 6 refe I/ r@ rS Ortodoxia: 2,489

N=~11K

[Others - religious]: 1,282

@veritasadevarulnecenzurat: 2,377
NewsTimeRomania Grup: 2,772

NewsTime Romania Grup

@triunghiulbasarabean: 661

News Time Romania News Time Romania: 2,211

@revistaRost: 862

@CredintaOrtodoxa
[Ortodoxia]: 997

Senator Diana lvanovicl Sosoaca

[Others]: 1,155

ROménia H,ara mea] Senator Diana lovanovici-

Sosoaca: 2,115

OrtOdOX‘a ‘ l ] @R3mediaro: 1,127

@UraganasupraEuropei: 607

@NewsTimeRomania: 465
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@vas nuran7: GG
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NewsTimeRomania Grup: 2,164

News Time Romania: 1,914

nfluencers (ro, organicL

—~—~—

mentions

Ortodoxia: 2,491
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ROMANIA[TaraMea]: 501 I

Sustinatorii Diana (...)-Sosoaca: 211

Jos Botnita: 78 mm
Uraaan asupra Europei: 27

Comunitatea Identitara Romania
Dan MV Chitic necenzurat

Bucovina Profunda:

Nationalistii Autonomi Timisoara
InfoDefense ROM

Truth For Life

Grupul Sfintii Inchisorilor:

Fratia Ortodoxa:

Casus Belli:

Deep State si noi Sclavii:

IUBIM ORTODOXIA:

Traian Daniel Rus patriot O - Romania:
Dan Diaconu:

Starea De Libertate:
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@basilicanews: 1,248

[Others - religious]: 1,138

 [Others]: 140

@NewsTimeRomania: 150

@UraganasupraEuropei: 1
@Ilubim Ortodoxia: 6

— @R3mediaro: 7
@CredintaOrtodoxa: 5

— @casusbelli2021: 3
@sfintiidininchisori: 2

— @comunitatea identitara: 1
@@NFAMIINIT- 1
@revistaRost: 3

.giving back to the
radical community

Example reading
News Time Romania Grup mentions Ortodoxia
Ortodoxia mentions other religious outlets




nfluencers
N=5523 (IN) 2705 (out)

« Top mentioned outlets: Ortodoxia, Veritas Necenzurat, Ramedia (center column)

« Mention back their fellow Telelegram channels and groups . almost never (lower right)

o Ortodoxia..

Homonymous to Revista stamm«m

NewsTimeRomania Grup: 2,164 Ortodoxia 2 491

Ortodoxia of the ROC | )

Controls ortodoxia.ro

M [othere]: 120

Nof sanctioned News Time Romania: 1,914
(blessed) by ROC T N\ VERITAS % NECENZURAT: 2334

Sanator Diana lovanovicl-
Fogoach D573

Seeks religious legitimacy B - e

ROMAMA[RraMea] 501 I . : {BUr aganas upraEur opsl: 1

(upper right) et s port 2 oo

Jow Botmite: 78w — — ErasusbelliI1: 3 ’

Uragan asupra Eurepsl: 27 — - 7 Y e T il nine nisorl; 2
: . o - — @comunitses dsntitera: 1
Ccomunitaies Igentitard Romdnia: 5 ANEANUNIT: 1

Dan MY Chitic necanzurst 2 — d
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. Nationalis il jutonomi Timisoara: 2 g

InfeDefnesROM 1 —
Truth For Lif: 1

Simply avoid mentioning T

the competition e S |



Mentioning external
outlets e NewTmaRomaris G 360

@disclosetv: 3,773

@MyLordBebo: 1,045

@insiderpaper: 629

@ZeuseBank: 350
@DUMBSandUNDERGROUND: 647
@KanekoaTheGreat: 395
@GitmoTV: 512
@TRIBUNALSforJUSTICE: 460
@rybar: 533

@SnpecialQForces: 408
@LibertvOv erwatchChannel: 252

o (Generalists
* News Time Romania (channel) NN R e PG 10
° ROMA[\“A %‘$§' N WY o TN > =Ml @RiseGS: 357

News Time Romania: 3,118

Top promoters

10 CONSPIRATII: 2,643

@GeneralMCNews: 431
MAFvnneaThaPEDOSendOfTheCABAL: 332
JFK_TV: 228
ReovealadFye: 264
@CRKNFWS: 302
@DDGeonolitics: 302
@IntelRenublic: 388

@WhiteHatsQ: 203
TRE .nr.m,.mfu..;\_lvwidqrder: 205

» Conspirationists | )
« Conspiratii o D rona- 153
« QRomania
& Tralan Daniel Rus

(R0
A
] nFulfor 1
RGOS o 149

| mi:CABAL: 85
“AeCABAL: 128

hd DO L i t i C a L Q - Romania (Official) - Marea Trezire: 3,507

« Fans of far right pro-Kremlin
MP Diana Sosoaca

ROMANIA[TaraMea]: 3,735

Dan MV Chitic necenzurat: 117 e 21

v"){:\;g,: 20
"""" ~ERmkeal 19

Ersh YD RS .
Sustinatorii Bi”.ﬁ‘.-,'is.)gagma: 12 Vs n‘\ié“?ngFAMLIES. 18

i ""!‘ui:if'g

GL,D ML Traian Daniel Rus patriot Q - Romania: 870 5 re: 30
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FACUS

P
3

i ;"igt: 13

wf




Mentioning external

outlets nasezo — ﬂ

News Time Romania: 3,118

Top mentioned

« Overwhelmingly conspiracy /
4chan style

. With the occasional financial
fraud (ZeuseBank, promoted on
Diana S0soaca’s presumably
unmoderated group)
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10 CONSPIRATII: 2,643 (r
N
\\ e

Senator Diana lovanovici-
$osoaca: 5,133

» Mostly in English

« _with the veryrare
Russian (md), Spanish,
'talian

Q - Romania (Official) - Marea Trezire: 3,507

ROMANIA[TaraMea]: 3,735

Dan MV Chitic necenzurat: 117

Ui e
Sustinatorii [Eprg‘aﬁ.‘?.)-gagmﬁi 12

Traian Daniel Rus patriot Q - Romania: 870

GLOBAL

@disclosetv: 3,773

@MyLordBebo: 1,045

@insiderpaper: 629

@ZeuseBank: 350
@DUMBSandUNDERGROUND: 647
@KanekoaTheGreat: 395
@GitmoTV: 512
@TRIBUNALSforJUSTICE: 460

@rybar: 533
@SnpecialQForces: 408
@LibertvOv erwatchChannel: 252
@S GTnewsNetwork: 402
Qtah_17: 222
JFK_Q17: 258
Drugs_Dog: 179
@RiseGS: 357
@GeneralMCNews: 431
MAFvnneaThaPEDOSendOfTheCABAL: 332
JFK_TV: 228
ReovealadFye: 264
@CRKNFWS: 302
@DDGeonolitics: 302
@IntelRenublic: 388
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sSome key points

Expectations
(what the radical right says)

e "Telegram is free
speech’

o Patriots stand united’

« 'No foreigners’

Reality
(how it behaves in our sample)

» Channels, where users cannot have a
volce outnumbper groups 9.1

« Channel managers rarely mention
other channels

* Foreign channels/groups are
mentioned 3 times more often than
domestic ones



Rule 1-3-9

e FOr each mention of a Romanian source

* [he average Romanian Telegram radical right outlet will
oroduce three mentions of foreign sources

e And nine mentions of Itselr
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